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The Statement of the International Conference on Afghanistan and An Emerging Voice of Women from the Region

After intense lobby and advocacy of past few weeks, Gender Concerns International is pleased to announce that it is happy with the outcome of the conference especially with reference to the agreed conclusion which states that:

“expand efforts to ensure that women are more fully integrated into assistance programmes in recognition of the need for Afghanistan to mobilize its entire population in the development of Afghanistan”.

“However the process of women’s involvement in the need assessment for the entire population in the development of Afghanistan relates to a fair share in governance of the country and in having of a strong political voice of women at regional and international level”,  says director Sabra Bano.

She further states that this voice is emerging in the region and requires support of both the regional and the international governmental and non-governmental organizations. To facilitate regional and international cooperation on gender issues in Afghanistan and its neighboring countries, Gender Concerns International will seek this support and cooperation on the following issues;

· Organize a regional stakeholders conference on security and gender and development issues in the region,

· Send its Gender Election Monitoring Mission to August Election in Afghanistan and

· Form a Platform of European and international organizations working on gender issues in the region in order to have an international consultation among the key stakeholders on the region . 

Gender Concerns International supports regional approach in resolving peace and security issues in the region. However it cautions the leaders of the International community to safeguard the interest of the women in the region with care as often in military deployment and/or negotiations with various conflict groups, women’s interest are compromised. END

For further information please contact:

Email: Sbano@genderconcerns.nl, Site: www.genderconcerns.nl
